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The bunts and smuts are caused by fungi that affect the seed of wheat and other small grains
and grasses. Only loose smut (Fig. 1) and common bunt (Fig. 2 - also called stinking smut) occur
in Oklahoma. However, Karnal bunt (Fig. 3 - also called partial bunt), which does not occur in
Oklahoma, is a concern because grain that tests positive for Karnal bunt can not move freely into
international markets.
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Control of Karnal bunt is difficult because
infection occurs when wheat is flowering.
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