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ENTOMOLOGY 
3-4 Member Team 

IMPORTANT NOTE 
Please thoroughly read the General CDE Rules Section at the beginning of this handbook for 
complete rules and procedures that are relevant to State FFA Career Development Events. 

I. PURPOSE 
The insect contest introduces high school students to the fundamentals of entomology. 
Insects are found on all continents and dominate most landscapes. Understanding the role 
of arthropods in complex ecological cycles is of utmost importance to agricultural crops 
and animal production, human health and well-being, and conservation. The purpose of 
this CDE is to engage students in comprehension of arthropod characteristics, growth, 
feeding, their impact on humans, integrated pest management, safe use of pesticides, 
careers in entomology, and the taxonomy and nomenclature used by entomologists in 
identification of common insects and their relatives. 

II. OBJECTIVES 
a. The objectives of the contest are to teach participants the basics of insect form and 

function, identification, their roles in the environment, integrated pest management, 
pesticide safety, and careers in entomology. 

III. EVENT RULES 
a. No talking, comparing, or copying of cards 
b. Decisions of the judges will be final. 
c. The high three scores will be considered as the official team score. 
d. Each contestant shall complete the event in the time allotted: 

1. Section I – approximately 45 mins 
2. Section 2 – approximately 45 mins 

IV. EVENT FORMAT 
A. Team Make-Up 

1. One entomology team is composed of three or four members. 
2. Schools not entering a team may enter one or two students individually. 

B. Equipment 
1. Pencil (required) 
2. Clipboard (recommended) 
3. Hand lens (at least 10x magnification) 

C. Event 
1. Each contestant shall complete the event in the time allotted: 

a. Section I – approximately 45 mins 
b. Section 2 – approximately 45 mins 

2. Section I (150 points) 
a. There are 25 stations. At each station will be a pinned specimen. A 

maximum of 2 minutes will be allowed per station. Each station is 
worth 6 points. Two points awarded for common name, two points 
for order, one point for mouthparts, and one point for significance to 
humans. 
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3. Section 2 (50 points) 
a. 25 multiple choice questions. Each question is worth 2 points. 

V. SCORING 
Section I ..................150 
Section 2.................... 50 
Total Points 
Individual ................ 200 
Team ....................... 600 

VI. TIEBREAKERS 
Team and individual score ties will be broken using the accumulated points for correct 
type of metamorphosis for each insect in Section 1. Each question is worth 1 point. 

VII. REFERENCES 
• http://cde.okstate.edu/guidelines – Texas Entomology Form 527TX-5. 
• Entomology Contest Handbook. 

http://cde.okstate.edu/guidelines 
• Entomology. (2015). Nebraska Extension. (n.d.). Lincoln, NE: University of 

Nebraska. ($7.95 through https://marketplace.unl.edu/ne4h/entomology.html) 
• CHAPTERS: 1, 3, 7, 8. 
• Applying Pesticides Correctly. (1991). Oklahoma Cooperative Extension. 

Stillwater, OK: Oklahoma State University. 
• (Under $20 including shipping from OSU - University Mailing: Phone: 

405.744.5385) 
• CHAPTERS:Pests and Pest Control Labels and Labeling Pesticide Safety 
• PCT Pest Control Technology: Technician’s Handbook. Fourth Ed. (2015). 

Kramer, Richard and Kramer, Joshua. Valley View, OH: GIE Media. 

VIII. Supplemental Materials 
Handbook 
Insect List 

http://cde.okstate.edu/guidelines
http://cde.okstate.edu/guidelines
https://marketplace.unl.edu/ne4h/entomology.html
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